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they ran across the level, were quite passable. But
stretches that ran between banks or high hedges were
snowed up in many places to a depth of several teet.
Gangs were immediately set to work to clear them,
beginning with the more important main roads first
The Weyford Rural District Council, in particular, was
obliged to engage a large number of casual labourers,
In this district the drifts were unusually deep, and the
harassed surveyor was at his wits' end to know which
roads to clear first.
Spade, shovel and improvised snow plough were set
busily to work, and by the evening of the igth most of
the obstructed main roacls had been cleared sufficiently
to permit of a single line of traffic, or at the worst, a
suitable detour had been cleared, But the byroads had
to wait their turn. And it was not until ten o'clock on
the morning of Saturday, the soth, that a gang of four
men set to work on the road which led from Weyford
past Markheys, Sir Alurcd Paversharn's house.
The state of this road was typical* For rather more
than a mile out of Weyford it ran across a stretch of
rough moorland, ami was unfenced. For this distance
it was no more than a few inches deep in snow, which
offered no serious impediment to traffic. After leaving
the moorland, it entered cultivated country, and was
bordered by hedges on either side. Against these hedges
the snow had piled up to a considerable depth, but in
most places the centre of the road remained fairly clear.
At last, close to the entrance to Markheys, the road
entered a cutting, with an average depth of eight feet
or so, And into this cutting the snow had drifted, filling
it completely. From the fields on either side, no trace
of the cutting could be seen. The surface of the snow
gave no indication of the road which lay beneath it.
The gang, under the leadership of its foreman, George
Stickland, reached this spot, " Reckon we've got a